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The crowded eastbound train dis
gorged two passengers at the little
red station and then thundered on its
busy way

A long stage rusty and ramshackle
backed up to the platform and the
drivers lusty All aboard brought
the girl and the young man hurrying
into its dismal depths

I spose youre for Fergusons
place remarked the driver as he
turned the horses skillfully in the nar

spaceYes
the man rather gruffly

I thought there would be a carriage
to meet us

So there there has Been
prancin around her for two or three
hours but I guess they got disgusted
anyways they left word for me to stay
here till the train came in and if any
one was bound for their place to bring
em along The trains four hours late
as it is and I dont suppose them

want to be kept away from their
Christmas dinner

How long will it take us asked
the girl

A matter of an hour or so was
the unconcerned reply

The girl stifled an exclamation of
annoyance and she drew still farther
away from tile vicinity of the morose
young man The latter turned up the
astrakhan collar of his overcoat and
dropped his chin into its depths

They had started forth thatmorning
so Standish and Der
rick engaged and

happy Things had gone wrong
from the very beginning Pollys aunt
who was to accompany then the
short stay at Fergusons hospitable
country house had failed to put in an
appearance and consequently had
been left behind That was vexatious
Then the train had been delayed by
snow drifts and during the four hours
wait in the cold train Polly and Der
rick had quarreled

Nice Christmas day volunteered
the stage driver in his queer cracked
voice as they squeaked over the hard
packed snow

Very returned Derrick sarcastic
ally

There was a long silence the
strong white horses plodded up the
steep incline of the mountain Here
the snowfall had been light and only
served to dust the dark green pines
and hemlocks with a white powder

They had reached the top of a steep
Incline and were rolling evenly over a
level stretch when suddenly without
an instants warning the stage
crashed down and precipitated the
passengers and luggage in an

heap under the drivers seat
Are you hurt asked Derrick cold

ly as he assisted Polly to her feet
No thank you she said stiffly as

she peered out from the curtained win

dowThe
driver was soothing the fright

ened horses and his nutcracker face
was knotted anxiously

Lost a wheel by gorry he said
ruefully Smashed it to flinders

Derrick had crawled out and stood
beside him

This Is the dickens of a
we to get to Fergusons place Are

we near a telephone or where are we

anywayLuke
Sanders scratched his ear

thoughtfully I took a short road
the usual route to Fer

gusons and we aint near nobody Ten
miles from anywhere The only thing
to do is for me to ride one of the
horses into the village and send back
another wagon You and the young
lady better get out and move about a
bit and keep warm You might build
a plenty of fuel He
was unharnessing the horses as he
spoke

Why cant we all better
still Miss Standish can ride one of
them and I will walk beside her We
will get there much quicker and can
keep warm and have something to
eat Were almost starved Derrick
glanced quickly at the stage where
Pollys pale face was framed in the
darkened opening

Cant nobody ride Bobwhite A
jumpln kangaroo aint nothin to that
horse if anybody gits on his back
Just you stay here and make

comfortable and warm and Ill
be back in the course of an hour or
sovj He tethered the ferocious

to a tree by the roadside Then
from the space under his seat in the
stage he drew forth a basket covered
with a white cloth

This here basket has got a Christ
mas dinner inside my wife fixed it up
for old Miss Benton down to the ford
but I can stop and get another basket
fur for the old lady You two are wel
come to it He clambered on the
waiting horse and smiled as his horny
hand closed around the generous bank
note that Derrick slipped from his
pocket

Merry Christ to you and your
wife sir he cnl i back his
shoulder befcrh 1 d
a tirn in the rosji vV V

Derrick did not dare to look at Polly r
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Standish he she was sitting
proud and defiant with a contemptu

curl on her red lip Instead lie
stared away through the aisles of
trees made into golden paths by the
later afternoon sun

It was too bad that Christmas
should have turned out so

for them both There was to be a
jolly party at the Fergusons and in
the evening a Christmas dance Per
haps Ralph Ferguson send forth
another conveyance for them but it
would go by that other road They
were marooned on the short cut

A glimpse of Pollys woeful face
brought a revulsion of feeling Poor
little Polly was cold and tired and he
was acting like a brute

Without a word Derrick approached
a small clearing in the middle of
which grew a young pine tree

It was the work of minutes to gath
er an armful of wood and broken
branches and to clear a space of snow
Presently a bright fire crackled

and then Derrick brought cushions
and blankets from the stage and

a place for Polly
Come Miss Standish he said po

lately If you draw near the fire
we will have some dinner

Im not hungry said Polly hold
Ing her hands to the blaze

At least you will sit Gown and
wrap this blanket around in
sisted Derrick

Thank you said Polly without

From the blanket Derrick
a large plate loaded with a generous
Christmas dinner There were turkey
and cranberry sauce stuffing and
mashed potatoes and gravy turnips
and celery and a whole mince pie

Derrick managed to convey half of
the dinner more or less daintily to the
pre plate and this he placed before
Polly Eat he said sternly You
will need the nourishment before we
reach Fergusons

I am not a child said Polly re
sentfully

Derrick did not reply He fell to his
own dinner with a vigorous appetite
and it was not until he turned to give
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This Is Our Christmas Tree Polly
Dear Said Derrick in a Low
Tone

Polly some mince pie that he discov
ered that the weary girl had eaten a
little of the dinner and then fallen
asleep in her nest of

For a long time he watched the
changing lights on her sweet face as
the branches tossed in the wind then
softly he arose and approached the
little pine tree standing in the middle
of the clearing

The cones were silvered with snow
and it looked like a Christmas tree
decorated for a festival

Derrick opened his suit case and
brought out sundry white packages
These he tied to the tree with colored
cord Gay toys for the Ferguson chit
dren were added until the little tree
stood forth bravely in its fine attire

Polly he called softly Polly
Polly sat up with startled eyes

his face For the instant she had
forgotten their misunderstanding but
suddenly their light clouded

Come here Polly and see our
Christmas tree urged Derrick

Reluctantly she came a rose flush
straining her pale cheeks But
red lips were obstinately set in a
straight line

This Is our Christmas tree Polly
dear said Derrick in a low tone
Yours and mine Shall we be happy

and enjoy not only this but many
many others after please God Say
dear

Oh Derrick how wicked of us to
quarrel when we should be happy I
am so sorry sobbed Polly in Der
ricks coat sleeve

And so am now Im glad
said Derrick after a time Now lets
enjoy our own particular tree before
anyone comes I shall be Santa

you may be Mrs Santa J

Claus
I have things In my bag

blushed Polly as she hastened
An hour afterward Ralph Ferguson

brought a sleighload of merrymakers
in search of them Together they sat
demurely on a log before a dying fire
Near by stood a little pine tree pow
dered with snow and dripping with
hanging cones

Youre just in time for the biggest
Christmas tree you ever saw saM
Ralph as he gathered up the lines
clucked to the horses I

Weve had our Christmas tree
said Derrick mysteriously whileppllj
smiled him out of happy eyca
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These chops are not fit to eat
Theyre cooked to death and stone
cold He pushed back the plate
angrily If theres anything decent
about this to find it
The food the service the appaint
ments rotten All of it1

Well you know dear resort
are

Oh for goodness sake Helen
us that made

it a hundred times Ive probably
been to as resort hotels as
you And some of them were
pretty bad But they couldnt touch
this Now if youll just stop trying
to excuse it

Why Im not trying to excuse it
I dont know why I should Im

no more responsible for us being
here than you are

Youre not Well it seems
you were about com

ing
Why yes I wanted to come

we both did But I never heard of
this place until you brought me the
bookletBut

you kept at me to circu
lars of hotels along the Maine coast

something out of the beaten
path

Why Warren that was what we
both you havent for
gotten

No and I havent forgotten how
you enthused over the prospectus of
this particular place

And didnt
wanted to please you of

and when you set heart on this
naturally I

The waitress who for several mo
ments had been

about them came
Are you through sir
Yes were through You dont

one could eat that food
do you How do you expect to keep
your guests when you serve such
stuff as that

The waitress made some
ed apology

It isnt her fault Warren She
has to serve whatever is given her in
the kitchen Whats the use of
speaking to her

Oh theres no use speaking to
here lve complained to

every one from the down
and nobody seems responsible He
was sipping his black coffee distaste
fully do you say to cutting
it short and going back

Her heart sanK She had known ft
must come soon but she had tried to
ward it off as long as possible

back before they had planned
would be an admission of failure
an admission that their honeymoon
had not been a success and that they
wanted to have it over

Couldnt we go somewhere else
first she ventured nervously
Theres so places

Havent you had about enough of
this I think I have

She winced and her lips trembled
So it was not only the hotel but he
was tired of being alone with her
He had had enough he wanted to go
back She remembered once he had
said If we could go to some far
away island just you and I and live
our lives there alone ah sweet
heart I would ask for nothing else
And now now that they were mar
ried weeks had been enough

When do you want to go she
asked it with an effort

The the better

What time
As soon as you can pack Wait

Ill get a time table from the

There was more eagerness in his
voice and manner than there had
been for days

He came back with the time table
Heres a train in the morning at

Do you think we can make
that

Ill try
You might do some of the pack

ing tonight he suggested then
youll not be so And we
might even make an earlier train
theres one at 1022

Very well
They rose from the table now and

he went with her to the foot of the
stairs

Ill not come up just now I
think Id better settle the bill and
see aboutgetting the trunks down

She started to go up alone and
then turned suddenly

Warren there was a pleading
note in her voice She went back to
him and laid her hand on his

Warren dont ask me to pack to
night this is our last night here I
want you to take me for a little walk
Its such a beautiful moonlight
lets go down by the beach

He hesitated and then said
Well I suppose we can

get up earlier in the morning
It was a beautiful

moonlight the long stretch of beach
and the soft rush of the waves She
slipped her arm through his and
leaning slightly against him

If ne would only respond to her
if they could male of this last night
something beautiful if he would help
her bring into it some of the love
and romance she so longed for it
would do much toward
the past two weeks It would give
to their honeymoon a beautiful end
Ing and she would always hold c

her memory and try to forget

Oh dear it is a wonderful
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isnt 4t Hf murmured
Ing closet against him

Yes its a good clear night bait
I hope that east breeze doesnt meant
rain tomorrow

She swallowed the lump in liserx
throat and walked on in silence fof a
lithe wJjile The she tried him

dear that jUt you
and T out the world should
here alone Just the sea and sky
and and you and I Jrere
together Oh I love to ot it
like that v

He made no answer
She let her head rest agaInst iiia

arm Oh 1 do care so much
it was almost a whisper
you iv

Why yes of course what a foot
ish question I think youre tired
thats whats the matter
wont feel like packing tomorrow
Come wed better go back

She saw the futility of her efjprfs
There was no use trying again She
waited a until she was quite
sure there would be no quiver in her
voice and then answered quietly

Yes we had better go back f f

Two Kinds of Love J
Do you know that the less you

the less you get
It is so in everything but especial

ly true in love f
If you go through life cry

ing I wish somebody loyodi
me the chances are that no
will But if you cry fiercely f I
will have love I must have it I
cant live without it youll get lt

Youll get it because youll fight for
it the strength of longing will1
impress itself on others arid
them toward you

Sometimes you hear people o0
a girl Hour popular that girl
yet she does not lift her little finger
to please

v

J
But she earns her popularity

may be very sure of that fact She
may not be selfish nor vain but neith
er does she believe in needless self
abnegation

If you belittle yourself people do
not care for you

The world takes you largely at your
own valuation and If you
meek and selfdeprecatory the
world Oh pshaw what do 1
care for the winning of such a vaiup
less heart This person is too
spirited for me there would be no
satisfaction in such poor conquest

Selfesteem can of course be
to aiiextreme but sellrespect cannot
and selfrespect compels to de
maud a certain return for what
give V

If you sit down and bemoan Tart
plain and unattractive why should
any man care for me in all proba
bility no mart will

What you must do is make the
most of such charms as nature
riven and determine that you will
have love and that you will wlait

Dont allow the man you love to
look you as a meek

little thing
Make him feel that in winning

your love he has won something
worth while

If he feels that other men envy himi
he will he in the seventh heaven

The more charming his wife the
greater his selfesteem at having
such a treasure

Do not be1 satisfied with
love If that is man has to

offer send him away and wait for the
man who can offer you his whole
heart

Thats the only way you can lire
happily after marriage

You cannot live in yeace and
adjusting yourself to the new

life living in perfect unity unless
you love with your whole
are loved equally well in return

I know a girl who is going
married in the near future and Iknow she love the man with
all the love that she is capable of
feeling for the right man

Both man and girl have drifted into
the engagement simply because
have been continually thrown toget

neither one is really and sincerely
in love

But they will marry and along
a halfhearted way ueitrier loving

nor hating each other
Its rather a dreary outlookisnt it
Dont make that mistake be satis

fied to give and take only the best V

The honest love of a good man is
every womans birthright and if
accepts a base imitation in Its place
she has only herself to thank for
luiseiy that follows v fi

The neat Thing
Whats doing in wayCpf

amusements asks the newcomer
of the old inhabitant of Hades C

Baseball game every afternoon
answers the old inhabitant

You dont mean it
Thats great I was a fan frora
wayback on earth On the
do have baseball day

Sure thing
By ginger This place

Baseball Say this be
then v

Yes it is The home
waysloses Life ie

jfv

O Reader Mistake T
It was Charles Reade wasnt it

wrote Nothing is so terrible
as a fool

Yes but he was wrong X live
next door to a newly married
If Charles see them he would
at once admit that two tools
even terrible v 4
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